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USEFUL NUMBERS 

Braintree District Council     01376 552525 

Colchester Hospital  01206 747474 

Doctors Car Service  07845 596092 

Freshwell Health Centre  01371 810328 

Hedingham Medical Centre:   01787 461465 

Kaaren Berry, Parish Clerk 07341 264219 

Little Chestnuts Preschool 079018 80914 

Church Warden Brian Moody 01787 237974 

St Margaret's School  01787 237354 

The Green Man Public House 01787 237418 

Toppesfield Community Shop 07895 510767 

Toppesfield Village Hall Bookings 

Coral Fordham                          07876 553332 

Vets - Ardmore, Gt Yeldham    01787 238255  

Medical Equipment    01787 238146 

Vicar of St. Margaret’s Church                                               

Rev’d Tia Stickland                   07889 284711  

TOPPESFIELD COMMUNITY SHOP 

Church Lane, Toppesfield. Tel:  07895 510767 

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Milk, Newspapers,        

Confectionery, Pet Food, Dairy Products, Meat & 

Poultry, Coal and Kindling, Cards, Stationery and       

lots more! 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8.30 am - 4.00 pm 

Wednesday 

8.30am -1.30pm 

Saturday -10.00 am -12.30pm 

TOPPESFIELD POST OFFICE 

Church Lane, Toppesfield  

Wednesday - 10.00 am -1pm  

Services include: Special Delivery, Mobile Top Up, 

Insurance Services, Household payments, Travel 

Money, Moneygrams, Savings Accounts plus more! 

Toppesfield Parish Council  

Your Councillors are - Paula Edwards-Holmes (Chair), Chris Neale (Vice Chair), Kitty Bourlet, 

Amanda Smith, Jeremy Graves, Jane Daines and Coral Fordham.   

Parish Clerk — Kaaren Berry  

Parish Council Meetings are normally held on the first Thursday of every month in the village hall. 

Please check the website to confirm dates of meetings.  

 You are welcome to attend the Open Session which starts at 7.30pm.   

Toppesfield & Gainsford End Parish Newsletter — Published by Toppesfield Parish Council  

Editor:  clerk@toppesfield-pc.gov.uk 

Please submit your articles for the next newsletter by  19th October 2026 

 

Please see our online resources to find out what is happening 

Facebook Pages :- 

Toppesfield & Gainsford End Community 

Toppesfield Village Hall 

Toppesfield Village Stores 

The Green Man, Toppesfield 

Toppesfield and Gainsford End Neighbourhood and Development Plan 

 

Twitter & Instagram: Toppesfield & Gainsford End Community 

Website: https://toppesfield-pc.gov.uk 
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From the Parish Council 

From the Chair 

 

Welcome to the September/October edition of the newsletter. 

What a summer it has been! I don't think any of us will forget just how hot and dry it was 
for weeks on end — the allotment team have been kept busy keeping everything watered 
(thank you to Anoush for keeping the water flowing!), and I know many of us were glad to 
finally see some proper rain arrive. It's been a relief for gardens, allotments and lawns alike, 
and a timely reminder of how quickly the seasons turn — as you'll see from Paul       
Thompson's allotment notes, it's already time to think about garlic, broad beans and getting 
ready for the first frosts. 

It has also been a busy couple of months for the Parish Council. Qualitas Energy attended 
our July meeting to present their proposals for a large-scale solar installation on the Robin 
Hood End site, and it's clear from the questions raised on the night that this is a subject   
residents feel strongly about, with many expressing real concern about the loss of farmland 
to industrial-scale development. If you have views on the proposal, I'd encourage you to 
make sure they're submitted through the correct planning channels so they can be formally 
considered. We're also aware of a number of call for sites submissions and rumours of other 
planning applications circulating in the village, and I want to reassure residents that the  
Parish Council is keeping a close eye on all of these and will keep you informed as anything 
concrete comes forward. 

On a lighter note, it was wonderful to see the Pétanque court cleared and back in action on 
Tuesday evenings — do come along if you fancy a sociable hour in the playing field. The 
Village Show is fast approaching on 12th September, and I'd love to see as many entries as 
possible, however modest — as Ann Read says, just one class would be fantastic! Looking 
further ahead, please put Saturday 24th October in your diary for our Community Litter 
Pick, and do consider whether you might have an hour or two to spare to volunteer at the 
Community Shop, the Village Hall, or the Doctors' Car Service — all of these rely on local 
goodwill to keep going. 

Thank you, as ever, to everyone who gives their time to make Toppesfield and Gainsford 
End such a special place to live. 
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Parish Council Information 

A summary of Parish Council goings-on at the July and August meetings:   
 

At the July meeting:  
Qualitas Energy gave a presentation about their plans for the Robin Hood End Solar Farm 
Project and took questions from the public - details of this can be found on the minutes for 
the meeting.  
 Cllr Richard van Dulken reported:  

• That he has been elected by the Council as its Chairman for the 2026/7 Civic Year.  

• Wethersfield - as residents will no doubt be aware, unfortunately the anticipated     

closure of the migrant centre in mid 2027 has been postponed by national govern-

ment, with now no date of closure promised and an increase in residents from maxi-

mum of 800 to maximum of 1,245. Braintree DC and Sir James Cleverly have objected 

strongly.  

• Church fete - it was my pleasure to be involved on the Local Art Exhibition stand in the 

Church as well as attending in my chairman role.  

• Local Government Reorganisation - despite announcements by the Essex County   

Council administration, BDC is continuing its work with Colchester, Tendring and ECC 

officers towards the creation of Northeast Essex Unitary Council in 2028.  

• The financial position of BDC is positive at the end of the 2025/6 Financial Year, with a 

positive £2.1 million variance which has allowed us to freeze the BDC portion of   

Council Tax for the current year.  

• The updated Local Plan needs to be presented to the Planning Inspectorate by end of 

December. As residents are aware there are no significant impacts on the Toppesfield/

Stambourne/Gainsford End area.  

• I note the recent planning application for a single house off the Causeway - 26/00765/

FUL - which appears to be outside the village envelope.  

• Waste and recycling - the initial month of the new arrangements has gone relatively 

smoothly, and residual waste tonnage is down (good) while all elements of recycling 

are up (also good). We are of course aware of some issues such as capacity and this 

will be reviewed in a couple of months by which time residents will be used to the new 

system and when clear patterns and volumes are established.  

• Please ensure that applications are forthcoming for grants from the Councillors’     

Community Grant.  

 

•  
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Parish Council Information continued. 

Other business in the July meeting included:  

• Footpath 13 and 48 cross fields.  - Landowner has cleared the footpaths.  

• Quote to scan and digitalise historic parish newsletters has been accepted.  

• Correspondence re parking issues along Church Lane have been received and noted.  

• Highway issues in Camoise Close have been reported but they are not a priority for 

Highways, issues reported will be monitored by Highways.  

At the August  meeting:  
• County Cllr Nathan Robins reported: 

• The pothole emergency update – repairs for the period April – June is up 30% for the 

same period in 2025. From May to July 5000 potholes have been addressed across 

the county and by 14 July 8200 Highways defects have been addressed, this includes 

drainage issues.   A JCB pothole pro machine will be coming to Essex for a trial peri-

od; this machine should be quicker at repairing potholes.  

• The Robin Hood End Solar development – we are in talks with the cabinet but these 

as limited as we are not the planning authority, decisions lie with Braintree District 

Council. 

• 100-day plan ends mid-August.  The 40-item plan can be found on the Essex County 

Council website.  Concerns are being raised on the new bin collection system and in-

creased littering. There is a backlog on SEND applications for EHCP plans. 

• Local Government reorganisation – if the unitary authorities go ahead, we will have 

the highest demand for adult and child social care.  

• Housing targets have more than doubled, Essex is asking for this to be reviewed as 

there is a declining birth rate so why are more houses needed.  However, there is a 

1000 shortfall in houses for the local plan targets so smaller sites are being looked at. 

• Bin collections are causing issues for some residents.  The system will be reviewed in 

the Autumn. However, residents can apply for extra bins at a cost to themselves.  

 

Cllr Richard van Dulken sent in the following report:  

•  As I saw you just a few weeks ago, and this is the quietest time of the civic year, I 

have little to add at this time but would like to advise that I will be attending the 

Planning Forum meeting on the Robin Hood solar park proposal, at Causeway House 

on the 11th, and will aim to speak to your representative before that date - though as 

you will be aware it is not an appropriate forum to express views on the proposal.  

• Regarding Local Government Reorganisation, nothing substantial to add as we still 

await the Structural Changes Order from central government which will give more 

detail of the changes in Essex, in particular the number of Councillors per unitary and 

their Wards or Divisions. This may be approved by Parliament in early December.   
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Parish Council Information continued. 

• Still on LGR I would also like to assure the Parish Council and residents generally that 

despite a comment I recently heard that LGR should be resisted because (and I quote) 

“there are no officers in Braintree, Colchester and Tendring with experience of adult 

or social care” unquote, those involved in the switch of responsibilities to the new 

North East Essex unitary authority would certainly not agree. As you are probably 

aware Essex County Council has an excellent reputation for social care and would not 

have achieved this status without having appropriately trained and experienced staff 

in all parts of the County.  

• Re Wethersfield, no changes from my report on the 13th July, as the migrant centre 

prepares to accept larger numbers of migrants, up to the newly imposed upper limit 

of 1,245 which is the number of beds available.   

 

Other business in the August meeting included:  

• Following the RoSPA report areas requiring work have been identified and the higher 
priority ones are being progressed. 

• Five policies were approved and adopted.  

• More frequent litter picks are being progressed by Cllr Fordham. 

• Christmas event was discussed.  

 

Full minutes of each meeting can be found on the parish website:                                           

Minutes - Toppesfield Parish Council (e-voice.org.uk)  

If you have any concerns you would like to raise with the Council,  ideas for projects or    

anything you would like to parish council to consider please do get in touch or attend the 

open session at a Parish Council meeting.   There is a public session held at the start of  

every parish council meeting from 7.30pm —7.45pm.  

Parish Council meetings are normally held on the first Thursday of each month but please 
check the website for confirmation.  
 

 

https://e-voice.org.uk/toppesfield-parish-council/minutes/
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       Toppesfield and Gainsford End Village Show 2026 

Saturday 12th September 

Toppesfield Village Hall 2.00pm 

 

Show day is fast approaching.  I do hope you have been keeping an eye on your 
flowers, fruits and vegetables and well as practising your baking, needle, photo 
and paintbrush skills. 

There is something for everyone in the show and I do hope you are going to  
enter. Just one class would be fantastic. 

There is going to be an amazing raffle, stalls by local suppliers and games,    
competitions and fun activities for all. Then when you have had a look around 
the exhibits sit and enjoy a delicious strawberry cream tea and catch up with 
friends. 

Dates to note 

Thursday 10th  Sept bring your entry forms to the village hall between 7.00pm 
and 8.00pm to collect your exhibitor's cards. If you can't get to the village hall 
on Thursday evening you can leave your entry forms at the shop by   1.30pm  
Wednesday 9th and I will sort your exhibitor's cards for you. Please note the 
age must be on the children's entry forms. 

Saturday 12th Sept  Please bring your entries , complete with exhibitor's cards 
to the village hall between 8.30am and 10.00am. 

Saturday 12th Sept  2.00pm  Come and check on your entries and enjoy the 
show. 

Donations for the raffle will be most welcome and can be left at the shop. 

I am looking forward to seeing you and your exhibits at the show. 

         Ann Read 
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Church Services for September and October 2026                                 

are detailed below. 

6 September   Holy Communion     11.00am 

13 September   Benefice Holy Communion here 11.00am 

20 September   HARVEST FESTIVAL      4.00pm 

27 September  No service  

4 October    Holy Communion      11.00am 

11 October   Holy Communion     11.00am 

18 October   Family Service       3.00pm 

25 October  No service  

Upcoming events to put in your diary: 

10th October - Cheese and Wine evening in the church  7pm—9pm 

13th November - Supper Auction in the Village Hall 7pm for 7.30pm  

  

St. Margaret of Antioch 

Toppesfield 



 9 

 

 



 10 

Thanks to Ian, Anoush and everyone who cleared the Pétanque court 
to enable matches to start again on Tuesday evenings.   

It’s a very social event so why not join us about 6pm at the court in the 
playing field.  

From Paul Thompson. 

 

 

TOPPESFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

 
We are looking for new Trustees to join our team!               

If you would like to be involved either as a committee      
member or would just like to get involved and help with 

events as they happen, please get in touch – We’d love to 
hear from you! 

 

Coral Fordham - Village Hall Secretary  

0787 655 3332 



 11 

TOPPESFIELD VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 

Regular Weekly Events: 

 

Tuesdays: 6.30pm – 8.30pm…………Bowls 

Wednesdays: Brownies/Guides….Times TBC 

Thursdays: 6pm – 7pm…..Stretch and Strengthen 

 

For more information on any of the above, please contact              
Coral Fordham, Village Hall Secretary on 0787 655 3332. 

 

Please note: Whilst we are keeping the hall hiring prices the same, 
£10 per hour, it was agreed that the hire of tables and chairs be   
increased and so charges will now be as below: 

 

New Hire Charges: 

Small Tables……….£2.00 each 

Large Tables……….£2.50 each 

Chairs…………………….£1.50 each 
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Toppesfield Walking Group 

The Thursday walkers have had a very dry couple of months trending the footpaths 
around the parish. We have favoured walks when it is hot weather which have some shady 
parts. One of our favourite pathways is The Yeldham Path from the pump down 
Church lane with the Church on the right, down to the byway till just before  the last     
bungalow in its own grounds - where you turn left onto the footpath which follows the 
fields.  
Across the footbridge and down the side of the field on the right keeping the drainage 
ditch to the left as you approach the woodland, there is a pathway into the woods of 
about 300 yds  which exits the woods over a wooden bridge. At this point turn right for 50 
ft then left till you arrive at Yeldham playing fields there are numerous exercise appliances 
to use FOC.  
Catch your breath and return the same way! 3.8 miles. And very Flat!   
 

We all meet at 10 am  at the Pump opposite the Green Man Pub on a Thursday Morning 
and leave 5 mins later.  
 

New members always welcome.  Please just turn up and announce yourself. Stout walking 
Boots or Shoes advised. 
 

Regards Paul Thompson 
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Toppesfield Allotments   
Paul Thompson - Chair, Clare Thompson - Admin, Linda Pritchard - Fundin and Community Herbs 

Anoush - Chief Watering Administrator  

September and October is the big switch-over on a UK plot - finishing summer crops and 
getting set for winter. For Halstead, first frosts can come late October, so you've got a     
window. 

September 

Harvest peak: 

•  Maincrop potatoes, sweetcorn, courgettes, marrows, beetroot, carrots, French &  
runner beans, tomatoes, turnips, apples, autumn raspberries, figs, blackberries  

Sow / Plant: 

•  Overwintering onions - 'Electric', 'Shakespeare', 'Senshyu Yellow' all month  

•  Spring cabbage - get last plants in early September, net against pigeons  

•  Winter lettuce - 'Winter Density', 'Brighton', 'Lobjoits Green' - direct sow, fleece if 
needed  

•  Flowers & bulbs - plant daffodils, crocus, tulips, hardy cyclamen coum for winter    
colour, sow sweet peas in modules in cold frame  

General jobs: 

•  Order garlic and winter broad beans for next month  

•  Cut bean/pea tops and leave roots in ground to return nitrogen, compost the tops  

•  If potato haulms are getting tired, cut them to ground level to stop blight reaching        

 tubers  

•  Sow green manure like 'Winter mix' on any bare patches to 
stop nutrients washing out  

•  Apply nematodes for slugs while soil is still warm and 
moist  
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October 

Harvest before frost: 

•  Pumpkins, squash, gourds, last sweetcorn, maincrop apples & 
pears, beetroot, carrots, chard, leeks  

•  Lift any remaining potatoes, grade them and store only perfect 
ones in dark, frost-free place  

•  Bring in green tomatoes to ripen with bananas, or make chutney  

Sow / Plant - this is prime planting month: 

•  Garlic - plant in well-drained fertile soil, hardneck 'Kingsland Wight' if cold  

•  Overwintering onions & shallots - net them until rooted so birds don't pull them  

•  Broad beans - 'Aquadulce Claudia' mid-month in modules or sheltered ground  

•  Peas - hardy 'Douce Provence' with fleece/cloche, or in cold greenhouse  

•  Salad - 'Winter mix' and 'Winter Density' lettuce, 'White Lisbon' spring onions, Rock-
et 'Scorpion' for windowsill  

•  Fruit - perfect time for bare-root fruit trees/bushes, new strawberry bed 
'Marshmello', rhubarb crowns, figs in containers  

•  Flowers - autumn-sown sweet peas, spring bulbs, hardwood cuttings of currants, 
gooseberries, lavender  

General jobs: 

•  Clear spent crops - take down bean wigwams, cut back summer plants and compost 
healthy material only (no blighted potato/tomato foliage or clubroot brassicas)  

•  Keep weeding as beds become exposed  

•  Sort compost - add manure now to rot for next year, get a second bin if you only 
have one  

•  Stay off wet soil - use planks to avoid compaction  

•  Plan ahead - order fleece, cold frame, list what worked/didn't, and make the most of 
light before clocks go back  

We have a spare plot if anyone is thinking about Joining us.        
Call me on 07824 665915 

Paul Thompson  



 16 



 17 



 18 

 



 19 



 20 



 21 



 22 



 23 



 24 


